
BURN BARREL RULES 

Common Arts Victoria provides theme camps with the option of hosting a burn barrel in 
its camp area. Burn barrels provide a place of warmth and encourage people to gather 
close to the camp. At the same time, they are a fire hazard. These rules have therefore 
been drafted to ensure safe and effective management of burn barrels.  

1.​ Each camp that is provided with a fire barrel must allocate at least one fire warden. 
Fire warden(s) will be responsible for oversight and management of the barrel. The 
fire warden(s) must be present at the camp the entire time the barrel is lit. Fire 
wardens must be sober and well rested while the barrel is lit. The fire warden must 
also maintain line-of-sight contact with lit barrels at all times. 

2.​ A dry chemical fire extinguisher and at least 20 litres of water must be kept close to 
the fire barrel at all times. 

3.​ The theme camp must create a perimeter of 6-meters (in diameter) of clear area 
around the barrel. The barrel and perimeter must be away from any entrances and 
exits and must leave plenty of room for people to walk around. 

4.​ Burn barrels can only be lit from sunset until sunrise each day. The fire barrel MUST 
be completely extinguished by 8:00am every morning of the event. The Underland 
Fire Safety Team will be inspecting all barrels each morning to ensure compliance 
with this rule. There are no exceptions.   

5.​ Any direct instruction from the Fire Safety Team or Event Manager in relation to the 
burn barrel must be followed.  

6.​ If the Fire Safety Team or Event Manager extinguish the barrel it must not be relit. 

7.​ If there is a total fire ban declared for any day during the event (fire behaviour index 
of 49 or higher), there are to be no burn barrels lit.  

8.​ Burn barrels must not be lit during the effigy and temple burns. However, once the 
structures are down and it is safe to do so, burn barrels can be re-lit. 

9.​ Burn barrels must not be moved while lit.   

10.​ Camps must supply their own barrels and bring their own wood to burn. There is 
some extra wood available from CAV’s Site Planning & Maintenance (SPAM) team 
but it is limited.  

11.​ Camps must not bring their own chainsaw. SPAM can assist with this.  

12.​ All firewood is to be stored at the back of the camp. 

13.​ Rubbish must not be burnt in the barrel.  
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14.​ Breaches of these rules will result in the burn barrel being removed. No exceptions. 
Depending on the severity of the breach, additional disciplinary action may be 
undertaken after the event. This may include the camp being permanently banned 
from having a barrel or disciplinary procedures under CAV’s Rules. A camp’s 
previous safety record in relation to burn barrels is a factor in any decision to 
remove a barrel or additional disciplinary action.  

15.​ Any abusive or aggressive behaviour towards the Fire Safety Team or Event 
Manager will be considered a breach of the CAV code of conduct and may result in 
removal of the barrel, eviction from the event, or further disciplinary procedures 
under CAV’s Rules. 

 


